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FACTS & FIGURES

Share of European students engaging in vigorous
physical activity.
Further information

Pre-Covid
During Covid

Education and Training Monitor 2021

https://twitter.com/EuSport/status/1470679956623659012
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/eac/education-and-training-monitor-2021/en/chapters/foreword.html#foreword
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Special Competence

Policy Update

Best of meeting you in 2021

https://twitter.com/EOCEUOffice/status/1381976548555812865?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1381976548555812865%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublish.twitter.com%2F%3Fquery%3Dhttps3A2F2Ftwitter.com2FEOCEUOffice2Fstatus2F1381976548555812865widget%3DTweet
https://twitter.com/EOCEUOffice/status/1466455569380823047?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1466455569380823047%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublish.twitter.com%2F%3Fquery%3Dhttps3A2F2Ftwitter.com2FEOCEUOffice2Fstatus2F1466455569380823047widget%3DTweet
https://twitter.com/EOCEUOffice/status/1463905567022489610?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1463905567022489610%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublish.twitter.com%2F%3Fquery%3Dhttps3A2F2Ftwitter.com2FEOCEUOffice2Fstatus2F1463905567022489610widget%3DTweet
https://twitter.com/EOCEUOffice/status/1463933136044273665?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1463933136044273665%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublish.twitter.com%2F%3Fquery%3Dhttps3A2F2Ftwitter.com2FEOCEUOffice2Fstatus2F1463933136044273665widget%3DTweet
https://twitter.com/POINTS_EU/status/1399756716124823558
https://twitter.com/EOCEUOffice/status/1448970072496742427?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1448970072496742427%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublish.twitter.com%2F%3Fquery%3Dhttps3A2F2Ftwitter.com2FEOCEUOffice2Fstatus2F1448970072496742427widget%3DTweet
https://twitter.com/EOCEUOffice/status/1461696272834908161?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1461696272834908161%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublish.twitter.com%2F%3Fquery%3Dhttps3A2F2Ftwitter.com2FEOCEUOffice2Fstatus2F1461696272834908161widget%3DTweet
https://twitter.com/EOCEUOffice/status/1447590349912817665?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1447590349912817665%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublish.twitter.com%2F%3Fquery%3Dhttps3A2F2Ftwitter.com2FEOCEUOffice2Fstatus2F1447590349912817665widget%3DTweet
https://twitter.com/EOCEUOffice/status/1468545173579829252?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1468545173579829252%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublish.twitter.com%2F%3Fquery%3Dhttps3A2F2Ftwitter.com2FEOCEUOffice2Fstatus2F1468545173579829252widget%3DTweet
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Dear readers,

In the last issue of the Monthly Report in 2021, it is appropriate to take a brief look back, but also to
look ahead to the Olympic year 2022. 

From the point of view of sport policy, the discussions about the creation of a European Super
League have raised a lot of eyebrows in Brussels and beyond and that especially considering the
potential impact such project would have on the European Sport Model. What lessons can be learnt
from the opinions and decisions of the European institutions? First of all, it became clear that the
overwhelming majority of MEPs and Member States are in favour of strengthening the European
Model of Sport. The essential elements of this model, such as open competition characterised by
promotion and relegation, solidarity payments between top and grassroots sports, or one federation
per sport, are considered by all European institutions to be worth preserving also in the future.
Consequently, the role of sports associations in organising and regulating their respective sports is
not questioned.  

This high level of approval is reflected in all three major documents adopted in the past month:
revised European Sport Charter of the Council of Europe, “Frankowski Report” of the European
Parliament, and Resolution of the EU Sports Ministers on the European Model of Sport. However,
this approval is linked to conditions that could be roughly summarised under the heading of good
governance and integrity, including:  
- Sport and sustainability and in particular the role of sport in the fight against climate change,  
- Gender equality, including women in leadership of sport organisations
- Fighting against harassment, violence and abuse in sport (creating safe sport for all) 
- Strengthening athletes' rights, including through the empowerment of athletes' commissions

The good news is that many sports organisations have been on the path of actively addressing these
issues for some time. Nevertheless, there are still big differences between the various actors in sport
in this regard. EU programmes, such as Erasmus+ Sport, should be used much more by sports
organisations to learn from each other and to tackle these issues and address these areas together.
The EOC EU Office has done exactly that in the past through its various good governance projects
and will also address some of the above-mentioned topics in its new EU projects. The EOC EU
Office's new EU Funding Brochure is intended to help sport organisations get started in the not-
always-easy world of EU funding. 

It remains difficult to provide any clear outlook for 2022 as the global pandemics does not seem to
be over just yet. We remain hopeful that our "European Evening of Sport", planned for June 2022,
will take place and that the European world of sport will be able to meet with representatives of EU
institutions for an in-person exchange. 

Thank you for all your support and we hope to see you in person soon again! 
Stay healthy and all the best for 2022! 

Folker Hellmund
Director EOC EU Office
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The draft report is currently under discussion in
the CULT Committee and should be adopted in
February 2022, following a debate and vote at
the European Parliament's Plenary. While the
report will not be legally binding, it still
represents a vision shared by Members of the
European Parliament and will be an integral part
of EU sports policy. 

The EOC EU Office fully supports the fight
against racism on all levels and will follow the
further process closely to ensure that the
approach outlined in the report is constructive
and that the general assumption of racism in
sport organisations will be concretised. The
Partners of the Office will be updated on any
new developments. 

FURTHER INFORMATION

European Parliement Briefing ‘Fighting
discrimination in sport’ (July 2021) 

In November, the Committee on Culture and
Education (CULT) of the European Parliament
published a draft report on “The role of culture,
education, media and sport in the fight against
racism”. 

As implied in its name, the report is not solely
dedicated to sport, but does include a few
provisions regarding sport. The Members of the
European Parliament (MEPs), who drafted the
report. recognise that sport has “the power to
unite communities” and is “a driver of social
inclusion, equality and the promotion of EU
values”. MEPs are also asking for more EU
funding for grassroots sports projects aiming at
fighting racism in sport.  

However, in the same draft text, the MEPs state
that “there is a serious issue of racism within
sport organisations across Europe” and “urge
the Commission to develop an EU code of ethics
in sport”, in order to “combat racism in sporting
organisations and foster inclusion and respect at
all levels of sport”. Regarding the proposed
“code of ethics”, the Parliamentarians invite
sport organisations to “subscribe” to it,
“incorporate it within their statutes” and “raise
awareness” among “their members and their
families, and the wider public”. 

European Parliament discussed a report on the role of sport in the fight
against racism
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EU SPORT POLICY AND FUNDING NEWS

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/696163/EPRS_BRI(2021)696163_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/696163/EPRS_BRI(2021)696163_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/CULT-PR-700403_EN.pdf


FURTHER INFORMATION

Programme of the Slovenian Presidency 

Website of the French Presidency 
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Slovenian Presidency of the EU wraps up, French President sets the tone
for upcoming Presidency 

Every six months, a new country takes over the
Presidency of the Council of the EU (or “EU
Presidency”) and sets the agenda for this period
of time, and leads the work of the different
Council configurations (Council meetings and
preparatory meetings). From 1 July and until 31
December of this year, the Slovenian
government was leading discussions in Brussels.
On the beginning of the new year, France will
start its Presidency. 
 
ovenian Presidency coming to an end

The priorities of Slovenia regarding sport for
these six months have been the following: a
Council Resolution on the key features of a
European Model of Sport, Council Conclusions
on lifelong physical activity, discussions on the
impact of closed sports competitions on
organised sport. Slovenia also framed talks
regarding the dual careers of athletes,
governance and transparency within
international sport federations or the recovery
of the sport sector after Covid-19. 

French Presidency in the first half of 2022

On the beginning of the new year, France will
start its Presidency. French President Emmanuel
Macron gave an overview of priority topics for
the French Presidency during a press
conference on 9 December. Given that French
national elections will take place on 10 and 24
April, the French Presidency of the EU will be
quite condensed, with ambitious priorities on
digital technology (economic regulation and
accountability of platforms), ecological
transition (carbon pricing at EU borders for
imported products), social matters (minimum
wages)., but also youth, culture and European
values (actions under the 2022 European Year
of Youth, conclusions for the Conference on the
Future of Europe). 

Sport as a lever for a sustainable transition
(education for sustainable sport;
environmentally friendly sports practice,
facilities and events; and evolution of sport
in light of climate change), with Council
Conclusions and a Presidency Conference. 

The role and impact of sport in children’s life
(sport as a framework for promoting values
and getting acquainted with UN SDGs), with
Council conclusions and a Presidency
Conference as well. 

Green sport and the role of sport in children’s
life as priority topics for French Presidency 

As set out in the EU Work Plan for Sport 2021-
2024, France chose to focus its action in the
field of sport on the topics of: 

All discussions carried out during the French
Presidency will also be held in view of the legacy
of the Paris 2024 Games. Additionally, it is likely
that the European Sport Model will remain a
topic of discussions for the French Presidency,
as the European Commission will publish the
results of its study on it in early spring time.  

The EOC EU Office is looking forward to
working with the French Presidency in the
upcoming semester, after a successful
cooperation with the Slovenian Presidency!  

https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/media/i4qnfeqt/programme-sl-presidency-en.pdf
https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/media/i4qnfeqt/programme-sl-presidency-en.pdf
https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/
https://presidence-francaise.consilium.europa.eu/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14430-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14431-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:42020Y1204(01)


The EOC EU Office, represented by Deputy
Director Heidi Pekkola, highlighted that the new
mobility action should meet the real needs and
interests of sport organisations at all levels
because learning mobility as such can be equally
interesting and beneficial for NOCs and sport
federations and for sport clubs. Thus, the action
should support mobility of coaches and all staff
of sport organisations; for instance, mobility of
experts from national federations between two
countries should be possible. Furthermore, the
topics covered should be as broad as the
priorities of the current Erasmus+ Key Action 2.
In addition, the EOC EU Office highlighted that
the necessary administration should be kept to
a minimum and that the specificities of sport,
including its structures based on volunteers,
should be taken into account when
implementing the action.  

Next year, the Commission will prepare a
specific implementation framework so that
learning mobility in the field of sport can be
included already in the 2023 call for proposals.
This meeting was a first step to involve
stakeholders in the discussions. The Sport Unit
highlighted that it will be a co-creation process,
so further consultations are planned for the first
half of 2022. The EOC EU Office will continue to
follow the process closely. 
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Erasmus+ “mobility in the field of sport”: European Commission consults
stakeholders  

What needs of potential beneficiaries should
be taken into account when planning the
activity? 
What could be possible challenges and
barriers? 
What topics should the mobility action focus
on?  

On 2 December, the Sport Unit of the European
Commission organised a stakeholder meeting on
Key Action 1 ‘Learning mobility for sport staff’ of
the Erasmus+ Programme. “Learning mobility”
will be a new action in the field of sport and is
foreseen to start in 2023. Contrary to Key Action
2 ‘Cooperation among organisations and
institutions’, which, since 2014, represents the
majority of supported activities in the fields of
sport, “learning mobility” will be decentralized a,
i.e. it will be implemented at national level by
national Erasmus + agencies.  

The current Erasmus+ regulation states that
“The Programme should support the learning
mobility of sport staff, primarily in grassroots
sport.” Furthermore, the regulation defines
grassroots sport as “physical leisure activities
practised regularly at non-professional level by
people of all ages for health, educational or
social purposes.” 

Based on this framework, the Commission
addressed in the meeting the following
questions: 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION

Erasmus+ regulation 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/817/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/817/
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Commission’s Expert Group on Covid-19 discusses the medium and long-
term impact on sport 

Other participants then shared an overview of
the situation in their own countries or sport.
Representing the EOC EU Office, Eva Rebmann,
Policy Officer, took part in the roundtable
discussion and presented an overview of the
main challenges for sport organisations and the
activities of the EOC EU Office since the
beginning of the crisis to support them in their
recovery. 

The group will meet again on several occasions
in 2022-2023 and will draft a document
outlining recommendations for the recovery of
the sport sector as well as a guidance document
on the inclusion of sport and physical activity
into EU policies and funds (Recovery and
Resilience Plans, Partnership Agreements and
Programmes in the context of EU cohesion
policy, etc.).  EOC EU Office will continue its
active participation in the group. 

Between March 2020 and March 2021, a 6%
decrease of 18 years old and above licensees
was observed, a figure that more than
doubled for licensees under the age of 18.
Finnish federations however noted that, in
Autumn 2021, the number of licensees was
almost back to normal, but that the situation
changes rapidly due to evolving restrictions.

Regarding sport clubs, 80% of Finnish
association-based sport clubs survived with
“relatively few problems”, but 1 out of 5
declared that they had faced “many
significant problems” (e.g. high fixed costs,
fast drop in revenues, lack of financial
buffers).  

On 3 December, the European Commission’s
Expert Group on “Strengthening the recovery
and the crisis resilience of the sport sector
during and in the aftermath of the Covid-19
pandemic” met for the second time. The Expert
Group was created as a platform for discussion
and exchange of ideas among its members,
which include representatives of EU Member
States, sport organisations – such as the EOC EU
Office, UEFA, FIA, ENGSO - and other sport
stakeholders like Europe Active and EOSE. 

During this meeting, participants heard about
the recovery of the fitness and physical activity
sector (from Stefan Ludwig, Deloitte) and the
essential role of physical activity as a preventive
health asset (by Lukas Declercq, Europe Active).
This was followed by an exchange on the impact
of Covid-19 on sports clubs, athletes and on the
current situation for sport activities across
Europe. 

Hannu Tolonen, Senior Advisor in the Sports
Division of the Finnish Division, presented the
results of a survey conducted in his country: 
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VAT Directive: Council agrees its revision

FURTHER INFORMATION

Council of the EU: press release  

Proposal for a COUNCIL DIRECTIVE amending
Directive 2006/112/EC as regards rates of value
added tax; includes Annex III 

European Commission: Q&A 

On 7 December, finance ministers of EU
Member States reached an agreement on a
proposal to update EU rules on value-added tax
(VAT) rates. The Council updated and
modernised, in particular, the list of goods and
services for which reduced VAT rates are
allowed, taking into account the digital
transformation of the economy. The adjustment
of VAT rates is one of the fiscal instruments to
support policy priorities such as the transition to
low-carbon economy or digitalisation.  

Application 

As a general rule, Member States will continue
to apply a standard VAT rate of above (or equal
to) 15%. At the same time, they will have the
possibility to apply two reduced rates (as low as
5%) to goods and services in up to 24 categories
outlined in the updated Annex III of the
Directive. They may also apply one reduced rate
lower than 5% and one exemption (‘zero rate') to
a maximum of seven “basic needs” categories
e.g., foodstuffs, medicines, pharmaceutical
products. 

Scope and relevance for sport  

Annex III of the VAT Directive also defines
specific “services in sport” (Article 13) -
Admission to sporting events or access to the
live-streaming of these events or both; use of
sporting facilities, and the supply of sport or
physical exercise classes also when live-
streamed - that will be able to benefit from
lower VAT rates in individual Member States.  

According to the directive currently still in force,
"admission to sports events" and the "use of
sports facilities" can already benefit from a lower
VAT rate. This means that the new directive
extends these services to the digital space. The
EOC EU Office welcomes the enlargement of
the scope of “services in sport”, which reflects
the rapid technological development in the
sector and respond to the needs of the young
generation as well as of sports clubs and
federations.  

With regard to the green transition, finance
ministers have agreed to phase out by 1 January
2030 reduced VAT rates or exemptions for fossil
fuels. In addition, Member States will now be
able to apply reduced rates to environmentally
friendly goods and services such as solar panels,
electric bicycles and waste recycling services. 

Next steps 
 
The text agreed by the Council will now be
transmitted to the European Parliament, which
is due to issue its opinion on the proposal in the
coming months, after which the Council will
formally adopt the Directive. Once adopted, the
revised text will be published in the Official
Journal of the European Union and will enter
into force 20 days after. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/07/council-reaches-agreement-on-updated-rules-for-vat-rates/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Council+reaches+agreement+on+updated+rules+for+VAT+rates
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/12/07/council-reaches-agreement-on-updated-rules-for-vat-rates/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Council+reaches+agreement+on+updated+rules+for+VAT+rates
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14754-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14754-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_6609
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02006L0112-20200101&from=EN


The European Year of Youth 2022 will be
dedicated a €8 million budget under the
Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps
programmes, to support the activities of the
year. Other funding opportunities will be
provided in 2022 from other EU programmes
and instruments.  Each Member State will
appoint a national coordinator to organise the
activities under the European Year of Youth
2022, with the European Commission and civil
society organisations, overseen by the European
Parliament.  
 
The EOC EU Office looks forward to the
European Year of Youth 2022 and will inform its
partners of any opportunities regarding sports.  
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European institutions secure a timely start of European Year of Youth
2022

To include youth in European and national
policymaking 

To engage young people in co-creating the
year’s programme 

To increase EU funding opportunities to
finance accompanying initiatives 

As announced by Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen in her “State of the Union”
speech and adopted by the Council and EP in
December, 2022 will be a year dedicated to
youth. The objective is to help young European
citizens to overcome the challenges resulting
from the crisis, such as: unemployment, mental
health, online schooling, isolation etc..  

On 14 December the European Parliament held
a debate in its plenary session on this topic, with
the presence of Mariya Gabriel, Commissioner
for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education
and Youth. The debate highlighted the general
enthusiasm of the MEPs in regards to the
initiative and their dedication to making the
European Year of Youth 2022 more than a year
of youth focused events. It should be the
beginning of a more comprehensive and
inclusive youth policy-making agenda and
process. The main takeaways of the debate
were: 

With an agreement being found by all
institutions, the European Year of Youth is set to
start in January 2022. 

FURTHER INFORMATION

European Parliament press release 

European Commission press release 

https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanYouthEU/?hc_ref=ARRg8skFNjkG57s6_2nCQDeXH4HUXNXgw5nWNkukzOzfeLhqDSdpw8j2zeTjHK7wjv8&fref=nf&__xts__[0]=68.ARB1DNXywVgd5bZswGJ7tQLugPLX04i0ZK2vKQHHm5nKjcoUumwD-usH1R32XL-OFoZAopqjMxkUO7pJZXcu-GhARztjj45xgrqxGYXNwAd7TrvoavZtE4WvhPq68nTS6QmFNXdSHa7EXN5kzx2exyJu9SQ1Ux4eMxkUCBu9E91Mbw2rq3BYS74xDOz4EfxPeYBg0mMklaNbGQp4c292DhYKPrxXm3lZzfMBxG0JMZpMHTHqBHpnEsfWauoO2WvgdekbG8GuKPCnNIGRP4SojkWZFC9hArA0_9PbZxQQdJftsXH6GeQR-g&__tn__=kC-R
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20211210IPR19216/european-year-of-youth-2022-to-empower-young-people
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6648
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EPAS Integrity Conference

The first panel focused on international
cooperation aiming at the preservation of sports
integrity through data sharing. Preserving the
rights, safety and security of athletes,
spectators, workers and other groups;
preventing and addressing harassment and
abuse in sport; fostering good governance of
sport organisations, strengthening measures
against the manipulation of sports competitions
and ensuring an adequate anti-doping policy
framework, its implementation and effective
compliance measures, were among the
discussed priorities. 

The second panel focused on the Macolin
Convention, its benefits, and the need for more
countries to join so that the exchange of
information to tackle challenges, such as the
(mis)use of cryptocurrencies in sport betting,
can be optimised. The main point of the panel
revolved around the tools that are needed to
train the stakeholders on data protection in the
fight against sports manipulation.  

The third panel was dedicated to the
International Partnership Against Corruption in
Sport (IPACS) and its role in promoting good
governance practices. The IPCAS Taskforce 3 is
an ambitious and comprehensive benchmark of
the highest level of sports governance that is
recognised by both the international sports
movement and governments, and is applicable
at international and national level.  

preparation of integrity guidelines; 

combating the manipulation of sports
competitions (the Macolin Convention); 

ensuring good governance in sport. 

On 6 and 7 December, EPAS (Enlarged Partial
Agreement on Sport) of the Council of Europe,
together with the Italian Department for Sport,
organised a conference on integrity in sports in
the framework of the Italian Chairmanship of
the Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe. This follows the important work carried
out by EPAS and the Sports Conventions
Division of the Council of Europe, in particular in
the areas of: 

 
The aim of the conference was to outline and
plan the next steps to be pursued by EPAS, the
Macolin Committee and their partners in the
three above-mentioned areas, to which specific
thematic panels were dedicated.  

The panels were composed of many important
actors from sport organisations, the judiciary,
law enforcement and governments. 

FURTHER INFORMATION

Conference Webpage

https://www.coe.int/en/web/sport/epas/-/asset_publisher/b9dEDbjJhI5R/content/epas-and-the-italian-department-for-sport-organise-a-conference-on-integrity-in-sport?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coe.int%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fsport%2Fepas%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_b9dEDbjJhI5R%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-2%26p_p_col_count%3D5
https://www.coe.int/en/web/sport/integrity-conference
https://www.coe.int/en/web/sport/integrity-conference
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PARTNERS´ CORNER

The Special Competence Seminar of the EOC EU Office focuses on
safeguarding in sport 

This presentation of the context set the ground
for a presentation of existing initiatives and tools
at the institutional level, with Susan Greinig (IOC
Medical Programmes Senior Manager) and
Kirsty Burrows (IOC Safe Sport Consultant)
presenting the International Olympic
Committee’s Safe Sport Action Plan. The IOC
launched the training of Safeguarding Officers in
sport organisations, a Webinar Series to inform
NOCs, an educational action plan for athletes,
and specific measures for protection and
reporting during the Games. Heidi Pekkola
(Deputy Director of the EOC EU Office)
continued with an overview of measures taken
by the European Union and the Council of
Europe, such as the Council of Europe’s
Convention on the Protection of Children
against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse,
better known as Lanzarote Convention, the
Start to Talk project or the European
Commission’s High-Level Group for Gender
Equality in Sport. Pekkola concluded by
reminding the NOCs and federations to look at
the Erasmus+ programme to fund projects for
safer sport.   

To end with, two representatives of National
Olympic Movement shared their concrete
approach. Annamarie Phelps (Vice-President of
the British Olympic Association and EOC
Executive Committee member) presented the
British context, while Håvard B. Øvregård
(Senior Advisor of Norwegian Olympic and
Paralympic Committee and Confederation of
Sports), presented the approach chosen by his
organisation. Both speakers showed the
commitment of their NOCs and encouraged all
partners to launch action in their own
organisation. Indeed, “safeguarding in sport is
everybody’s business”, as stated by Phelps, to
which Øvregård added that “some sort of sexual
harassment or abuse is happening in all sport
clubs”. 

The Special Competence Seminar of the EOC EU
Office took place in a virtual format again on 7-8
December. Each year, the Special Competence
Seminar gathers the partner NOCs and
federations of the EOC EU Office for two days:
the first one on a general update regarding EU
policy matters, the second one focusing on a
particular topic. 

Safeguarding in Sport 

This year, the EOC EU Office offered to all
European NOCs and its partner federations the
possibility to discuss on the important topic of
Safeguarding in Sport. More than 70
participants followed the speakers from several
sport organisations and universities and the
moderation from Folker Hellmund, Director of
the EOC EU Office. 

EOC President Spyros Capralos launched the
webinar by setting the tone for the discussion
and ensuring partners of the EOC’s commitment
to act on the topic: “safeguarding should be an
integral part of the DNA of our organisations”,
the President stated. 

Dr. Tine Vertommen, Researcher on Violence
and Safeguarding in Sport at Thomas More
University, opened the floor of presentations
with a research perspective on safeguarding in
sport, providing the audience with some
definitions and key figures. According to
research conducted under the project “Child
Abuse in Sport: European Statistics”, 65% of
respondents have experiences psychological
violence in sport, while 44% encountered
physical violence. Regarding the reporting of
such violence, 4-6% declared that they disclosed
their experience to someone in the world of
sport, 28-46% reported that they did not
disclose it at all. 

https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Document%20Library/IOC/Athletes/Safe-Sport-Initiatives/2021-Safe-Sport-for-athletes-action-plan.pdf?_ga=2.23102782.542282736.1639558622-1476134416.1623680099
https://olympics.com/ioc/news/ioc-initiates-international-safeguarding-officer-in-sport-certificate
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/convention
https://www.coe.int/en/web/sport/start-to-talk
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Team members of the EOC EU Office then
shared some developments related to the
European Sport Model, the European
Parliament reports related to sport, the
European Green Deal, gender equality as well as
the upcoming Presidencies of the Council of the
EU. 

After a quite successful meeting that generated
a lot of interest and elicited discussions between
partners and speakers, the EOC EU Office is
looking forward to further working on the topic
of safeguarding in sport. Hopefully, we will be
able to all meet in person in the upcoming year. 

The presentations were followed by a vivid
discussion among participants and speakers,
showing a true interest in the topic of
safeguarding in sport. As a conclusion and to
meet the needs, the EOC EU Office will continue
with further online seminars on this topic in
2022.  

EU Policy update 

The first day of the Special Competence
Seminar was dedicated to an update on some
important funding and policy related topics.
Luciano Di Fonzo (Deputy Head of Unit, at the
European Education and Culture Executive
Agency - EACEA) provided an important
overview of the new Erasmus+ Sport call for
2022. The deadline for submission of project
proposals is on 23 March 2022, with the aim of
publishing results in November of the same
year. 

EOC EU Office launches new Webinar Series on EU Funding 

The first webinar “Launch of the new EU
Funding Brochure 2021-2027” was held online
earlier this month and brought together 70+
attendees from 38 National Olympic
Committees and 8 sport federations. This
aspired to raise awareness on the newly created
brochure “Funding for Sport in the European
Union 2021-2027” by the EOC EU Office, its
scope and utilisation whilst showcasing key
aspects of the most relevant EU funding
programmes.  

The webinar was opened by EOC EU Office
Director Folker Hellmund and EOC President
Spyros Capralos. Both speakers invited the
Olympic sport movement to engage with the
financial support available through the EU for
the funding period 2021-2027, as well as
benefitting from the services offered by the EOC
EU Office. 

On 2 December 2021, the EOC EU Office has
launched a series of four webinars dedicated to
the topic of EU funding. This series aim to
provide concrete information on funding
programmes whilst being valuable opportunities
for European NOCs and partners to exchange
project ideas and networking. 
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Webinar 2: “Erasmus+ Programme” on 13
January 2022 

Webinar 3: “European Structural and
Investment Funds” (date TBC) 

Webinar 4: “EU’s External Action Funds”
(date TBC) 

Participants’ interest in EU funding programmes
 
A series of polls were carried out throughout the
discussion in order to better comprehend their
“future intentions” regarding EU funding. Most
remarkably, from the polls emerged that for the
next Erasmus+ call, 25 organisations are
planning to join as partners whilst 13
organisations intend to apply as coordinators. 
Moreover, the EOC EU Office has provided a
brief overview of the results of the EU Funding
Questionnaire. These were circulated to
partners and European NOCs with the aim to
effectively gather up-to-date information in
terms of engagement and knowledge on EU
funding. Based on the received feedback, it
emerged that partners and European NOCs are
highly interested (+97.5%) to cooperate with
each other for EU funding on relevant topics
such as: education in and trough sport, integrity
and values in sport, as well as gender equality. 

Upcoming webinars 

The webinar was concluded by the EOC EU
Office Director Mr. Folker Hellmund who
provided an overview of the EOC EU Office’
upcoming activities and services in the field of
EU funding: 

New brochure “Funding for Sport in the
European Union 2021-2027 

Accordingly, the new brochure “Funding for
Sport in the European Union 2021-2027" was
showcased. This brochure is specifically
designed for sport stakeholders in organised
sports (both at professional and grassroots
levels) with the aim to provide an updated
overview of the latest funding programmes’
regulations in the new EU budget for 2021-2027.
Hence, this raises awareness about EU funding
opportunities for sport and effectively guides
sport stakeholders through different
programmes, as well as provides an assessment
of the relevance for sport of each programme
and concrete advices to design and submit
project proposals. 

EU funding programmes for sport 

The EOC EU Office announced the launch of
the latest call for proposals under the Erasmus+
funding programme 2022 and related deadlines.
Partners and European NOCs have been invited
to start working on the project proposals, at
earliest convenience. 
The EOC EU Office highlighted also the
importance of creating the organisational
capacity (administrative, financial, personnel…)
to engage in EU funding programmes
successfully. This has been further reinforced by
the testimonials of the Hellenic Olympic
Committee - represented by Georgia
Papathanasiou (EU Project Manager) - and
European Volleyball Confederation represented
by Katrina Reuter (Development Coordinator).
Both testimonials confirmed the added value of
EU funding in supporting strategic activities
whilst bringing expertise to the organisations.
Besides, the Hellenic Olympic Committee and
European Volleyball Confederation reported
“significant benefits” from receiving information
and support via the EOC EU Office for project
proposals and application.  
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Olympic Movement and climate change: key steps outlined at IOC-EOC
EU Office webinar 

Co-organised by the EOC EU Office and the IOC
the second “European Olympic Movement and
Climate Action” webinar on 1 December
attracted representatives of around 50 sport
organisations, including more than 30 NOCs,
international and European federations and
other national and international umbrella sport
organisations. 

The main aim of the webinar was to provide
participants with concrete information, tips and
tools on how to start and pursue a climate
action and carbon reduction journey, while
taking into account legislative and policy-related
developments and (funding) opportunities at EU
level.  
The basic roadmap that was presented by Julie
Duffus, IOC’s Sustainability Senior Manager and
Matthew Campelli, Director of Sustainability at
Touchline and consultant to the IOC, was
articulated around five key steps (illustrated
below).  

The long-awaited COP 26 in Glasgow, the most
important UN Climate Change Conference since
Paris 2015, brought together not only heads of
state, ministers and negotiators, but also
hundreds of representatives of NGOs, cities,
indigenous communities, academic institutions
and various industries, including sport. 

The growing urgency to join climate actions
became even more obvious. All stakeholders
and sport organisations as well have to take
responsibility for the impact of their events and
activities on the climate. Compared to COP 24,
which was hosted in 2018 by the Polish city of
Katowice and where the UN Sports for Climate
Action Framework was launched, Glasgow saw a
great number of sport-related events taking
place in and around the main negotiation
spaces. However, it was not only the number of
events and the attention to the topic of climate
change in sport that have risen, but also the
commitment to act on the part of sport
organisations. More specifically, IOC and UN
Climate Change have used the platform of the
COP to announce new targets for (the
signatories of) the Sports for Climate Action
Framework – lower greenhouse gas emissions
by 50 % by 2030 and become carbon neutral by
2040 – officially joining the UN-backed Race to
Zero.  

It is in the context of the growing urgency to act
and the increased ambition of the Olympic
movement as well as in the situation where
“green sport” is nearing the top of the EU sport
policy agenda.  The two upcoming EU Council
Presidencies – French and Czech – have chosen
sustainable sport as their priorities.  

Both speakers highlighted the need to start
generate a general understanding of the context
within any organisation before moving on to
more technical questions” such as measuring of
the carbon footprint.  

https://ukcop26.org/
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/sectoral-engagement/sports-for-climate-action
https://www.sportpositivesummit.com/cop26/
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/
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Tentatively planned for April 2022, the IOC-EOC
EU Office series will continue with a webinar on
one of the most important technical topic
topics: Measuring the carbon footprint of a
sport organisation.   

Even though the tasks ahead might seem
daunting, especially for small organisations, all
speakers underlined that support, guidance and
assistance are available from the IOC, the EOC
EU Office and other organisations, including the
EU, and that it is important to remember that
they are not on this journey alone. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

 1  January 2022

Beginning French Presidency of the Council of the European Union

 13 January 2022
EOC EU Office: 2nd Funding Webinar

 29-30 January 2022
IOC Executive Board Meeting

 31 January 2022
Erasmus+ Sport Info Day
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