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"I believe it is important to have action plans also with respect to
gender equality in leadership positions. The challenge is that
everyone in the sport organisations needs to be behind it so that it
not only exists on paper, that it is as concrete as possible, that there
are budgets for implementation, and that one monitors or
evaluates the implementation of the plans."

INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

See full interview on page 5

https://twitter.com/EOCmedia/status/1497255740721057796?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1497255740721057796%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.iframe.ly%2FMI0EJJ3%3Fapp%3D1
https://twitter.com/iocmedia/status/1498297977366102024
https://twitter.com/EU_Commission/status/1496775812909047808
https://twitter.com/EU_Commission/status/1498243759515090946


INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

French Presidency organises sport and sustainable development goals in

childhood conference at UNESCO                                

EP CULT Committee adopts a report on the role of culture, education,

media and sport in the fight against racism 

PARTNERS´ CORNER

RINGS project enters into final phase: Liechtenstein hosts the first

National Training Workshop                                                                                     
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Dear Readers,

The invasion of Ukraine by the Russian army represents a turning point in European history and has
the potential to challenge the previous world order. Just like the political leadership of Europe, sport
has to face a new situation that has not been considered realistic even by almost all politicians,
scientists and the media. 

The ever-changing reality also makes it difficult for sports federations to make decisions based on a
reliable analysis of the actual situation. Nevertheless, it can be stated with certainty that the attack
on Ukraine breaks with all the values that sport stands for. Respect for human rights, peaceful
exchange between all people and the avoidance of warlike conflicts, which find expression in the
Olympic Truce, should build the basis and foundations for European and international sport. 

The spontaneous reactions of individual federations, athlete commissions and National Olympic
Committees are similar in their fundamental analysis and criticism, but go to different lengths in their
demands regarding the sanctions against Russian and Belarusian sport.  

There is a danger that the clear attitude of solidarity of international sport will be questioned by
different sanctions of the sports federations. Against this background, it is essential that the
international sports federations agree on a unified line. From today's perspective, this can only be to
exclude the participation of Russian and Belarusian sports from all international and European
competitions as the IOC and a number of NOCs and federations already requested. Only such a
common positioning is appropriate to the situation and can ensure the unity of international sport. It
also helps the federations, which have a great dependence on Russia due to their specific structure,
to take such a decision. 

Organised sport should not expect too much help from the European Union. Although the strict
sanction measures in the financial sector, or the closure of airspace, also affect sport in Russia and
Belarus, the autonomy of the sports federations leaves it up to them to decide and enforce sport-
specific sanctions. 

Due to the uncertainty surrounding the future course of the war, it is difficult to make long-term
forecasts about how long Russian and Belarusian sports would be subject to sanctions.  
But what matters now is to stop the war by all means and sport should bear responsibility by making
the highest possible contribution to this. 

Our thoughts are with all the people in Ukraine. 

Kind regards,  

Folker Hellmund
Director EOC EU Office
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EDITORIAL



From a human rights perspective, I believe that
all the Women and Sport Awards signal the
importance of gender equality and of
eliminating the discrimination and harassment
of girls and women in sport. I therefore hope
that the media attention that these awards
bring will hasten that sport will become a more
welcoming and undiminished place for girls and
women.  

For me personally, the award is an inspiration to
continue with the research and policy work I am
doing, in trying to contribute to the
development of gender equality in sport.  

Kari Fasting is a Norwegian scholar. She was a professor at the
Norwegian School of Sport Sciences in the section “Culture and
Society”. Her field of expertise is sports sociology and pedagogy.
Within the past years, her research focused on gender equality and
sexual harassment and abuse in sport. The important work has
been recognised by numerous awards and invitations as a speaker,
for instance at the pre-Olympic congress in Brisbane, Australia
2000 or the IOC International Conference on women and sport.  

1.  Congratulations, Professor Emerita Kari Fasting, on the IOC Women and Sport Award winner
for Europe 2021! How do you see this award and what does it mean to you?
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2.  You have been doing research on harassment and abuse in sport and been involved in
developing safeguarding policies for several decades. This phenomenon is not new; however, in
recent years the topic has been much more openly discussed and the taboos are finally breaking.
What has led to this change and how do you see the development over the years? 

Sport is normally looked upon as a positive
activity, especially for children and youth.
Accordingly, when the first research came out
about three decades ago, which revealed that
harassment and abuse also occurred in sport,
the sport organisations reacted with denial.
Though this is a topic that is much more openly
discussed today, it is important to mention that
in an international perspective there are still
some sports that are in denial and too many
that close their eyes for what is going on. The
impact of such an attitude can lead to
perpetrators getting the possibility to continue
with their abusive behaviour -- sometimes for
many years. 

The Nasser Case in American Gymnastics is an
example of this.  

The big breakthrough came with the First IOC’s
Consensus Statement on Sexual Harassment
and Abuse in Sport. In 2006 the IOC Medical
Commission, chaired by Professor Arne
Ljundquist, called for an expert meeting. As a
result of the meeting the IOC’s First Consensus
Statement was produced and accepted by the
IOC’s executive committee in 2007. 



6

FEBRUARY 2022

EOC EU Office - Monthly Report, February 2022

3. Regarding safe sport and safeguarding measures, what would be your recommendations to
sport organisations regarding prevention, awareness, education and case handling? Any other
actions that you see necessary for sport organisations to have in place for proper safeguarding
measures or policies?

4. Aligned with the IOC’s mission to place athletes at the heart of the Olympic Movement and
the the IOC Consensus Statement released in 2016, it should be a commitment of the European
NOCs to ensure all athletes the right to engage in “safe sport”; however, attitudes and
approaches to safeguarding varies across countries. Hence based on your experience, what
actions should be done to further develop a shared framework on safeguarding in sport among
European NOCs?

All sport organisations should have a policy and
an action plan. But this is not enough. It needs
to be implemented into practice, which is not
always done. Furthermore, I think that
education is very important. The topic should be
included in all coaching education.  In many
sports this is not done.  

Additionally, it is also important to educate
athletes about their rights and about acceptable
and not acceptable behaviours from peers and
adults. Further, case handling in this area must
be clear -- easy to understand and to carry out
in practice in a safe way.  

In addition to the factors previously mentioned,
an action plan will need an adequate budget for
carrying it out in practice. I found in a European
study, among 16 countries, that many sports had
an action plan, but only a few had money to
implement it. Further I believe it is important
that there is one person in charge of the topic in
each sports organisation - a harassment officer. 

It is also important to include athletes in the
development of safeguarding -- preferably
athletes who themselves have been victims of
harassment and abuse. Governance and strong
leadership are also necessary if changes are
going to take place.  

Develop policies and procedures for the
prevention of sexual harassment and abuse  
Monitor the implementation of these
policies and procedures.  

The Consensus Statement was summarized in
seven points, and the two first were:  

Educational material (e-learning) was developed
in the following years and the second
Consensus Statement was published about 10
years later (2016) and broadened to include all
forms of harassment and abuse (non-accidental
violence) in sport. 

Since then IOC has developed Guidelines for the
International Federations (IFs) and National
Olympic Committees (NOCs) related to creating
and implementing a policy to safeguard athletes
from harassment and abuse. An extensive
Toolkit for IFs and NOCs has also been
developed.  

Parallel with these developments the knowledge
about harassment and abuse has been
increased through different research projects,
and in 2014 an international agency which seeks
to end violence against athletes was founded: 
 Safe Sport International (SSI).  
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6. EOC EU Office just got exciting news, that our new project on gender equality in leadership
positions, called Guidance to Achieve More Equal leadership in Sport (GAMES) will get support
from the Erasmus+ Sport programme. The idea of the project is to develop concrete action plans
for the NOCs involved and you will be part of the project consortium. How far sport
organisations are in setting up such actions plans and what are the main obstacles to overcome?

Congratulations on the new project. As for
safety, I believe it is important to have action
plans also with respect to gender equality in
leadership positions. The challenge is that
everyone in the sport organisations needs to be
behind it so that it not only exists on paper, that
it is as concrete as possible, that there are
budgets for implementation, and that one
monitors or evaluates the implementation of the
plans. That is the only way to find out which
actions have been successful, and which have
not.

Whether we talk about making sport a safer
space for girls and women or increasing the
female leadership in sport, a change in the sport
culture may be a necessity. There are also
indicators that these two areas are related, since
most perpetrators are men. To change traditions
and a culture are complicated in all areas and is
a long-term process. 

I believe that it is necessary for sport
organisations to have a stronger and broader
focus for the long term, rather than on specific
smaller projects on specific themes. This can be
done by developing an action plan for gender
equality in sport, covering not only safeguarding
and leadership but also other indicators of
inequality in sport -- such as participation and
communication and the media. My
recommendation is therefore that all
international sport federations and National
Olympic committees should have a gender
equality plan, and that safeguarding and
leadership should be important parts in this.  

The EOC EU Office is thanking Kari Fasting for
her interview and contribution to the monthly
report. 

5. You have been also an active advocate for gender equality in leadership positions. There are
several recommendations and policies in place, however, the numbers of women in leadership
positions do not seem to change. What concrete actions would be needed for a sustainable
change? What are the barriers that prevent more equal leadership?

The barriers that prevent more equal leadership
are many, but they may be rooted in the way
that sport organisations operate, in combination
with traditional gender roles. Sport has been
developed by and for men in a time where the
gender roles were very delineated.  Accordingly,
male values and men’s ways of living are the
guideposts that control sports even today. Many
women, and a few men, are not willing to
volunteer the time necessary to take on a time-
consuming leadership position. For some, the
doping scandals, corruption and abuse cases
may also have made it less attractive. In
addition, much research shows that female
leaders in sports may experience discrimination
and harassment. 

Some countries, like Norway, have been
successful in implementing a quota system in
the National Olympic Committees regulations.
This happened in 1990 and the female
representation on the executive boards in the
different sports federations has, for the last 10
years, been around 40%, which is equivalent to
the number of female memberships. The quota
regulation does not, however account for the
election of presidents, so there are many fewer
women in the top-level elected positions in the
sport federations.  



https://vimeo.com/674839358?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=97694283
https://vimeo.com/674839358?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=97694283
https://www.sports.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/pksportsandsustainabledevelopmentgoalsinchildhood.pdf.pdf
https://www.sports.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/pksportsandsustainabledevelopmentgoalsinchildhood.pdf.pdf


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/244887/CULT%20voting%20session%207%20February%202022%20(final%20votes).pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0027_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/a_union_of_equality_eu_action_plan_against_racism_2020_-2025_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/a_union_of_equality_eu_action_plan_against_racism_2020_-2025_en.pdf


https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/healthylifestyle4all
https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/healthylifestyle4all
https://sport.ec.europa.eu/initiatives/healthylifestyle4all
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0001_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0038_EN.html


https://unfccc.int/climate-action/sectoral-engagement/sports-for-climate-action
https://www.green-champions.de/index.php?id=26&L=0




https://echa.europa.eu/de/view-article/-/journal_content/title/9109026-111
https://echa.europa.eu/en/registry-of-restriction-intentions/-/dislist/details/0b0236e1840159e6?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20220209&_cldee=Ym9sZEBldW9mZmljZS5ldXJvbHltcGljLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=lead-2da60523adeae9118113005056b9310e-d96918c4add4412c8f8e80e87fc1f2dc&esid=e3bb8451-8689-ec11-8135-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/en/registry-of-restriction-intentions/-/dislist/details/0b0236e1840159e6?utm_source=echa-weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly&utm_content=20220209&_cldee=Ym9sZEBldW9mZmljZS5ldXJvbHltcGljLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=lead-2da60523adeae9118113005056b9310e-d96918c4add4412c8f8e80e87fc1f2dc&esid=e3bb8451-8689-ec11-8135-005056b9310e
https://echa.europa.eu/de/hot-topics/lead-in-shot-bullets-and-fishing-weights


https://sport.ec.europa.eu/news/selection-of-pilot-preparatory-projects-under-2021-call-announced
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/pppa-sport-2021-grassroots-innovation;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43637601;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/pppa-sport-2021-inclusion-refugees;callCode=PPPA-SPORT-2021-INCLUSION-REFUGEES;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43637601;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/pppa-sport-2021-grassroots-innovation;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43637601;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/pppa-sport-2021-fight-doping;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43637601;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/pppa-sport-2021-inclusion-refugees;callCode=PPPA-SPORT-2021-INCLUSION-REFUGEES;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43637601;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/pppa-sport-2021-fight-doping;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43637601;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erasmus-sport-2022-scp;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43353764;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erasmus-sport-2022-sscp;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43353764;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erasmus-sport-2022-sscp;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43353764;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erasmus-sport-2022-sncese;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43353764;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erasmus-sport-2022-sncese;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43353764;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erasmus-sport-2022-cb;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=sport;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43353764;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erasmus-sport-2022-cb;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=sport;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43353764;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


https://rings-project.com/


https://newsletter.dosb.de/index.php?id=5577
https://my.page2flip.de/15646901/20964302/20978632/html5.html#/1
https://my.page2flip.de/15646901/20964302/20978632/html5.html#/1
https://my.page2flip.de/15646901/20964302/20978632/html5.html#/1
https://my.page2flip.de/15646901/20964302/20978632/html5.html#/1
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UPCOMING EVENTS

 3 March 2022
French Presidency
Ministerial Conference: Toward a Green Deal for Sport

 7 - 8 March 2022
European Climate Conference

 20 March 2022
EOC Executive Committee Meeting - Vuokatti, Finland

20 - 25 March 2022
Winter EYOF Vuokatti, Finland 
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