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Tweets of the month  

EOC EU Office 
@EOCEUOffice Jun 02 
We are deeply saddened today for 
the death of @EOCmedia President 
Janez Kocijančič, also Chair of  
@EOCEUOffice Board. Europe has 
lost a great sport leader and a 
lifelong fan and champion of sports. 
Our deepest condolences to his 
family. 
 
EOC EU Office 
@EOCEUOffice May 25   
Our Policy Officer @val_capelli 
participates today at 2pm in a 
discussion on the impact of 
#covid19 on sport as part of the 
European Youth Event Online 
#EYE2020. Follow the debate (in 
French) on Facebook live at 
http://facebook.com/franceolympiqu
e/…  
@FranceOlympique 
#EuropeansAgainstCovid19 

 
EU Sport 
@EuSport May 20 
Calling all sport organisations → the 
NEW #EUSport call for proposals 
EAC/S09/2020 "Grassroots sport 
programmes and infrastructure 
innovation" is OUT!  
Apply by 1 July 2020 (12 noon 
CET). More info & web application 
form here: 
https://europa.eu/!WR94qK 
 
EU Sport 
@EuSport May 13 
Since 2014, the #ErasmusPlus 

Sport promotes the European 

dimension in sport. In 2018, 199 

projects have been funded through 

the Sport Chapter, among which 

118 projects run by grassroots sport 

organisations. Read the full Annual 

Report 2018: 

https://europa.eu/!jK49mk 
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EDITORIAL 

Dear readers,   

It is with great sadness that the staff of the EOC EU Office learned of the death of the President of the European 

Olympic Committees, Janez Kocijancic. Both, as EOC Vice-President in the years 2013-2016 and in his time 

as President from 2016 onwards, he was closely connected with the EOC EU Office. Since 2016, he has 

played a major role in the organisation of the Office as Chairman of the Board.   

 

It has always been a particular concern of him to build a cooperative and trusting relationship with the European 

Union. At the same time, he regularly pointed out that sport in Europe is organised on a pan-European level 

and that a European sports policy can only be successful if it also involves all European National Olympic 

Committees and sports federations, including those based outside of the EU.  

In the negotiations with the European Commissioners for Sport, Tibor Navracsics and Mariya 

Gabriel, President Kocijancic was a trustful representative of the Olympic Movement. Furthermore, he was a  

highly appreciated and regular speaker at the Council of Europe, the European Week of Sport, the EU Sport 

Forum and at the European Evening of Sport of the EOC EU Office. At all these meetings, he always worked 

hard to ensure that the societal role of the Olympic sports movement was sufficiently understood and 

recognised by politicians and the European institutions in general.   

With Janez Kocijancic, the Olympic movement loses one of its leading and most experienced personalities. 

The EOC EU Office wishes his family the strength to get through this difficult time and sends its sincere 

condolences.  

With kind regards.  

 

Folker Hellmund  

Direktor EOC EU-Büro   
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EUROPEAN UNION AND SPORT 

EU Commission proposes the Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-27 and 
a recovery plan for Europe 

The Commission’s Comprehensive Plan for 

European Recovery 

On 27 May the European Commission has 

proposed a comprehensive plan for European 

recovery. This recovery plan should mitigate the 

social and economic impact that the COVID-19 

pandemic is causing and would kick-start the 

European economy, boost digital and green 

transitions and build a more sustainable and 

resilient economy. In its proposal, the Commission 

utilises the full potential of the EU budget to 

mobilise investment and financial support. This 

financial support is based on two important 

instruments: an emergency Recovery Instrument 

and a reinforced Multiannual Financial Framework 

(MFF).  

1. The reinforced MFF 

The reinforced MFF 2021-2027 was presented by 

the President of the EU Commission, Ursula von 

der Leyen, on the 27th of May and sums up to €1.1 

trillion. The proposal is below the €1.135 trillion that 

was suggested by the Commission in May 2018 

and higher than the compromise plan of €1.095 

trillion that was proposed by the Council in 

February this year. The proposal of the 

Commission shows the ambition of recovery and 

the courage to mitigate the effects the crisis is 

causing on regions and different sectors. Von der 

Leyen rearranged the key programmes and 

announced additional money for Erasmus+ and for 

the Cohesion Policy.  

The budgets for Erasmus+ and of the Solidarity 

Corps sums up to €24.6 billion and €895 million. 

The €24.6 billion is namely €3.6 billion higher than 

the Erasmus+ budget that was proposed by the 

Council in February 2020. Both programmes are 

accessible for sport organisations. 

Regarding the Cohesion Policy, von der Leyen 

presented a new initiative through which the 

Commission strives to increase the cohesion 

support for Member States. This initiative, titled the 

REACT-EU Initiative, will make the economies of 

Member States more sustainable and resilient 

during the upcoming phases. By launching 

REACT-EU, the Commission proposes to provide 

€55 billion of additional cohesion policy funding 

between now and 2022.  

€50 billion from the Next Generation EU (the 

Recovery Fund) will be released in 2021 and 2022 

and €5 billion will already be available in 2020. The 

provision of these budgets are based on the current 

cohesion rules. These cohesion rules include the 

exceptional flexibility that was introduced through 

the Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative. 

Cohesion Funds will be distributed based on the 

severity of the economic and social impacts of the 

crisis and the cohesion policy will be a crucial 

instrument in ensuring that the long-term economic 

recovery is organised in a balanced way.  

2. Next Generation EU 

The revised MFF is accompanied by a Recovery 

Instrument, named Next Generation EU that 

should mitigate the impact of the Covid-19 

pandemic. The Commission suggests a €750 

billion recovery plan of which €500 billion will be 

distributed in the form of grants and €250 billion in 

the form of loans.  

The total amount of the grants will be used to 

strengthen digitalization, the single market of the 

European Union and climate protection. Von der 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/about_the_european_commission/eu_budget/1_en_act_part1_v9.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/about_the_european_commission/eu_budget/1_en_act_part1_v9.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/about_the_european_commission/eu_budget/1_en_act_part1_v9.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/coronavirus-response/
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Leyen subsequently suggested that the €750 

billion recovery instrument could be financed by 

new taxes in the future. Three examples of these 

taxes are an emission trading system, a carbon-

border tax and a new digital tax. The 

unprecedented Recovery Instrument exceeds the 

€500 billion recovery fund proposal that was made 

by Germany and France on the 18th of May.  

Next Steps 

The European Recovery Instrument and the 

reinforced MFF will accompany the three safety 

nets for workers and  businesses that were already 

endorsed by the European Council on 23 April. 

These safety nets consist of the SURE Instrument, 

the ESM Pandemic Crisis Support and the EIB 

Guarantee Fund for Workers and Businesses and 

are together worth €540 billion.  

The European Council President Charles Michel 

said that he will raise the financing outlines made 

in the Commission’s proposal during the regular 

European Council on 19 June 2020. Contrary to 

Michel the German Chancellor Angela Merkel 

expects an agreement only under German 

Presidency in the second half of 2020. 

  

 

European Green Deal: climate change, biodiversity, and food systems on the 
agenda   

Even though the current health crisis has 

somewhat disturbed the original planning for the 

publication of the various elements of the European 

Green Deal, the European Commission has made 

it clear that it wants to see the post-Covid-19 crisis 

recovery been driven by the Green Deal 

prerogatives. “[Recovery] means doubling down on 

our growth strategy by investing in the European 

Green Deal. As the global recovery picks up, global 

warming will not slow down. (…) Investing in 

largescale renovation, renewables, clean 

transport, sustainable food and nature restoration 

will be even more important than ever 

before”, stressed Commission President, Ursula 

von der Leyen.   

Indeed, a JRC report on climate change impacts 

and adaptation highlights the potentially 

devastating effects of climate change, unless 

mitigation measures are not taken and adaptation 

strategies are not implemented to reduce the 

unavoidable impact. The report estimates that 

without climate mitigation and adaptation 

measures (warming of 3°C or more above pre-

industrial temperature) each year (among other 

impacts):  

¶ Nearly 300 million citizens in the EU and UK 

would be exposed to deadly heatwaves;  

¶ Additional 15 million Europeans living in the 

proximity of wildland would be exposed to high 

fire danger for at least 10 days each year;     

¶ 2.5 million people living in flood and coastal 

plains would be exposed to floods, and flood 

losses would amount to €285 billion per year;  

¶ The annual welfare loss would be of at 

least €175 billion (1.4% of GDP).  

As sport is already being substantially affected by 

climate change – e.g. grassroots football clubs in 

the UK are losing on average five weeks of every 

season because bad weather (Game Changer 

report) - it is not hard to imagine what impact the 

above described effects of climate change would 

have.   

When it comes to the economic consequences of 

the current health crisis, the European Commission 

has highlighted that “the recovery will be an 

opportunity to make our society more resilient. This 

includes climate-proofing our economy, integrating 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/economy-finance/sure_factsheet.pdf
https://www.esm.europa.eu/content/europe-response-corona-crisis
https://www.eib.org/en/about/initiatives/covid-19-response/index.htm
https://www.eib.org/en/about/initiatives/covid-19-response/index.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_675
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_675
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/sites/jrcsh/files/pesetaiv_summary_final_report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/sites/jrcsh/files/pesetaiv_summary_final_report.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/t/5a85c91e9140b71180ba91e0/1518717218061/The+Climate+Coalition_Game+Changer.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58b40fe1be65940cc4889d33/t/5a85c91e9140b71180ba91e0/1518717218061/The+Climate+Coalition_Game+Changer.pdf
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climate aspects in risk management practices, and 

stepping up prevention and preparedness. “  

As a response to the challenges, the 

Commission has unveiled three important pieces 

of the Green Deal puzzle: (1)  public consultation 

on the new EU Strategy on Adaptation to 

Climate Change together with a blueprint for the 

strategy; (2) EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030; and 

(3) Farm to Fork Strategy.    

Building on the current Climate Adaptation 

Strategy adopted in 2013, and positively 

evaluated in 2018, the forthcoming strategy will 

aim to further increase EU’s climate-resilience, 

and enhance the preparedness and capacity of all 

governance levels to respond to the impact of 

climate change. In concrete terms, the strategy is 

to support national institutions and stakeholders 

including private entities to:   

¶ Improve their knowledge of climate impacts in 

raising awareness, educating, and having a 

better access to knowledge on individual and 

collective climate risks;  

¶ Reinforce planning and climate risk 

management with risk-transfer;  

¶ Accelerate action with a focus on solutions, 

innovation, implementation and prevention.  

To gather stakeholders’ feedback on climate 

change adaptation, the European Commission has 

launched an online public consultation, 

the results of which will be reflected in 

the forthcoming strategy. “An inclusive feedback is 

essential because all sectors and all countries will 

be affected (by climate change) “, states the 

Commission in the accompanying text, extending 

the invitation to a wide range of stakeholders, 

including the sport sector.   

Biodiversity loss is intrinsically linked to, and 

exacerbates, climate change. The global 

population of wild species has fallen by 60% over 

the last 40 years and 1 million species are at risk of 

extinction. In economic terms, it results in reduced 

crop yields and fish catches, increased economic 

losses from flooding and other disasters, and the 

loss of potential new sources of 

medicine (Factsheet on the business case for 

biodiversity).   

To counter these developments, the Commission 

has presented a new EU Biodiversity 

Strategy (press release) as a centrepiece of the 

European Green Deal and as an important 

element of the EU’s recovery plan from the 

coronavirus pandemic, “providing immediate 

business and investment opportunities for restoring 

the EU’s economy”.  

The Strategy aims to (by 2030):  

¶ Establish protected areas for at least 30 % of 

land and 30 % of sea in Europe;  

¶ Restore degraded ecosystem by (for 

example) increasing organic farming, 

restoring at least 25 000 km of EU rivers to 

a freeflowing state, or reducing the use and 

risk of pesticides by 50% by 2030;  

¶ Unlock €20 billion/year for biodiversity through 

various sources, including EU funds, national 

and private funding.   

A healthy environment is essential for the very 

existence of (outdoors) sports and for the ability to 

organise sport events. When launching the IOC-

IUCN new guide on “Mitigating biodiversity impacts 

of sports events” IOC Director General Christophe 

De Kepper summarised the IOC’s approach:  “We 

see it as our responsibility to reduce our own 

impact on nature but also to use the power of sport 

to actively promote its 

protection.”  With the increased attention and 

activities aiming to “halt biodiversity loss” by the EU 

and the Olympic movement, new areas of 

cooperation could be explored at all levels, from 

grassroots to international.   

Directly linked to the Biodiversity strategy and to 

other Green Deal initiatives, Farm to Fork 

Strategy (Factsheet) aims to bring the EU on the 

path towards a healthier and sustainable food 

system. The strategy sets out several targets 

(e.g. reduction by 50% of the use and risk of 

chemical pesticides by 2030) and proposes both 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12381-EU-Strategy-on-Adaptation-to-Climate-Change/public-consultation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12381-EU-Strategy-on-Adaptation-to-Climate-Change/public-consultation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12381-EU-Strategy-on-Adaptation-to-Climate-Change/public-consultation
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/sites/clima/files/consultations/docs/0037/blueprint_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-eu-biodiversity-strategy-2030-bringing-nature-back-our-lives_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-farm-fork-strategy-fair-healthy-and-environmentally-friendly-food-system_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12381-EU-Strategy-on-Adaptation-to-Climate-Change/public-consultation
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884
https://www.olympic.org/news/protect-sport-by-taking-care-of-biodiversity-says-new-iucn-guide-supported-by-the-ioc
https://www.olympic.org/news/protect-sport-by-taking-care-of-biodiversity-says-new-iucn-guide-supported-by-the-ioc
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu/farm-fork_en
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regulatory and non-regulatory initiatives. Of 

interest to the sport sector and sport 

events’ organisers could be, in particular, the 

forthcoming proposal on harmonisation of  front-of-

pack nutrition labelling and on the development of 

a  sustainable food labelling framework, as well as 

a proposal for legally binding targets to reduce food 

waste across the EU (= halving per capital food 

waste at retail and consumer levels by 2030).   

The European Commission sees the Covid-19 

pandemic not only as a crisis, but also as an 

opportunity to “re-build/recover better”.  „European 

Green Deal is not a luxury, but a lifeline to get out 

of the corona virus crisis. Pan-European answers 

are needed and a green recovery is not only 

possible but crucial, as Europe would lose out twice 

if we mobilise investment to restore the old 

economy before we make it green 

and sustainable,“ noted, in this 

respect, Commission executive vice-president, 

Frans Timmermans. The opportunity is there to be 

seized also by the sport sector, which has 

been hit hard by the corona crisis, and exploring 

synergies and possibilities of cooperation with the 

EU could be one way of doing just that.   

The EOC EU office will closely follow the 

development of the above-mentioned initiatives as 

well as of other parts of the European Green Deal.  

F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N   

European Green Deal  

Consultation on European Climate Pact (deadline 

extended to 17 June 2020)  

 

Eastern Partnership policy beyond 2020  

As it has been the case for a number of EU’s 

international relations policies and activities, also 

the Eastern Partnership  (EaP) -  joint policy 

initiative between the EU and six Eastern European 

countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, 

Moldova, Ukraine) - has come under review of the 

EU institutions and their Eastern European 

partners.   

On the invitation of the European Council (Heads 

of states and governments) extended at the 

occasion of the 10th anniversary of the EaP in June 

2019, the Council of the EU recently published 

its conclusions on the Eastern Partnership policy 

beyond 2020. The Council has acknowledged and 

reaffirmed the strategic importance of the EaP, 

which has become an important instrument in 

bringing the EU and partner countries closer 

together. While an incentive-based approach (so-

called “more-for-more” doctrine) will continue to be 

applied and bilateral cooperation will remain the 

main way of ensuring a tailor-made approach, the 

Conclusions set out the following long-

term EaP policy objectives for the period beyond 

2020:  

¶ Together for resilient, sustainable and 

integrated economies;   

¶ Together for accountable institutions, the rule 

of law and security;  

¶ Together towards environmental and climate 

resilience;   

¶ Together for a resilient digital transformation;  

¶ Together for resilient, fair and inclusive 

societies.  

The Council has built the content of the 

Conclusions on the Join Communication of the 

European Commission and the EEAS entitled 

“Eastern Partnership policy beyond 2020 

Reinforcing Resilience - an Eastern Partnership 

that delivers for all”. In this new strategic document, 

the two EU institutions provide details of the 

above-mentioned EaP objectives and areas of 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12219-European-Climate-Pact
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43905/st07510-re01-en20.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43905/st07510-re01-en20.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6930-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6930-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6930-2020-INIT/en/pdf
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cooperation for the years to come. While the 

Communication itself does not explicitly refer to 

sport, it does include several areas, which could be 

relevant for sport organisations. For example, 

under the “Investing in people” objective, the EU 

proposes a “new deal for youth”. This initiative 

will  include a number of elements and will rely on 

the support of the Erasmus+ programme - which is 

to “provide greater mobility and capacity building 

opportunities in formal and non-formal education” -

, and on the European Solidarity Corps - which “will 

allow young people to volunteer or work in projects 

that benefit communities and people around 

Europe”.  Building of people-to-people contacts, 

which can be enhanced also thorough sport-

related cooperation, is to be also further supported, 

not the least by the envisaged possibility “to launch 

new visa liberalisation dialogues with the 

remaining EaP countries, whose citizens require 

visas to travel to the EU”.  

 

It is interesting to note, that sport was mentioned in 

the Joint Staff Working Document accompanying 

the Joint Communication, in connection 

to the priority of “Health and wellbeing”. The 

Working document analysed results of a public 

consultation on the future of the EaP policy.   

The future of the Partnership will 

be further discussed during the 

upcoming EaP Summit (June 2020).   

F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N   

Factsheet: Eastern Partnership beyond 2020  

Updated factsheets for EaP countries   

EU’s support to the EaP countries in the fight 

against COVID-19  

 

Zagreb Summit: EU support to the Western Balkans outlined          

On 6 May, European Union leaders held a video-

summit with their Western Balkans 

counterparts. Originally planned to take place in 

Zagreb (the summit still kept this name) as a tribute 

to the start of Croatia’s accession negotiations 20 

years ago, the Summit addressed the Covid-19 

crisis as well as topics of the rule of law, fight 

against corruption and free media.   

Before the official Summit, Western Balkan 

countries expressed the hope that accession 

negotiations would be discussed, and were 

supported, in this ask, by the Croatian 

Presidency. At the Summit, EU leaders confirmed 

their “Unequivocal support for the European 

perspective” to their Western Balkan allies, 

however, in the final “Zagreb 

Declaration”, accession 

negotiations were not mentioned as the response 

to the Covid-19 pandemic took precedence.   

  

Indeed, the Declaration makes clear that the EU 

and the Western Balkans are fighting the 

coronavirus and its effects together. The EU 

mobilised a package of more than €3.3 billion to the 

benefit of Western Balkan countries. With this 

budget, the Western Balkans can support their 

health sector, social and economic recovery and 

provide assistance through the European 

Investment Bank.  The €3.3 billion package is 

composed of:  

¶ €38 million of immediate support to the health 

sector exclusive access to EU instruments 

and medical equipment  

¶ €389 million in assistance funds for the social 

and economic recovery (redirected from the 

Instrument for Pre-Accession – IPA II)  

¶ €750 million of Macro-Financial Assistance  

¶ €455 million economic reactivation package  

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6930-2020-ADD-1-REV-1/en/pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/eap_joint_communication_factsheet_18.03.en_.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/05/11/eastern-partnership-policy-beyond-2020-council-approves-conclusions/
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/coronavirus_support_eap.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/coronavirus_support_eap.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43776/zagreb-declaration-en-06052020.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/43776/zagreb-declaration-en-06052020.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2020/05/06/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2020/05/06/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/05/05/covid-19-council-greenlights-3-billion-assistance-package-to-support-neighbouring-countries/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/05/05/covid-19-council-greenlights-3-billion-assistance-package-to-support-neighbouring-countries/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/05/05/covid-19-council-greenlights-3-billion-assistance-package-to-support-neighbouring-countries/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/05/05/covid-19-council-greenlights-3-billion-assistance-package-to-support-neighbouring-countries/
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¶ €1.7 billion of preferential loans by the 

European Investment Bank  

 The detailed distribution per country of the 

financial measures can be consulted through 

these infographics.    

It is not only the immediate response to the crisis 

that the EU aims to support in the Western Balkans 

region, though. The future Instrument for Pre-

Accession Assistance III, which is under 

negotiations as part of the EU’s Multiannual 

Financial Framework 2021-2027, should 

now be aimed also at combatting the socio-

economic impacts of the crisis.  

Later this year, the European Commission will 

propose an Economic and Investment Plan for the 

region. In this plan, a substantial investment 

package should be included to support, in 

particular, the private sector development, 

connectivity, green agenda, social investments and 

digitalisation.   

Even though the above information is of general 

nature and sport has not been explicitly 

mentioned in any of the documents, it is worth 

exploring, at national level, whether the sport 

sector could benefit from any of the assistance 

programmes and plans. To do so, the EOC EU 

Office recommends its Western Balkans 

colleagues to get in touch with their respective EU 

Delegation, and/or with the ministry/agency 

responsible for the management of the IPA funds, 

to find out more about the situation in their country 

as much of the support is decided and coordinated 

at national level.  

   

  
  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/economic-support-to-western-balkans/
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FUNDING PROGRAMMES AND STUDIES 

Call for Proposals: Monitoring and coaching, through sports, of youngsters at 
risk of radicalization  

On 12 May, the European Commission has 

published a call for proposals on the 

topic ñMonitoring and coaching, through 

sports, of youngsters at risk of radicalizationò.   

With the objective to prevent radicalisation, in 

particular in helping youngsters at risk of exclusion 

and of radicalisation, around 4 projects would be 

selected to be co-financed. This action aims at 

supporting sport-related projects organised by 

sport organisations and federations cooperating 

with public authorities (including municipalities), 

local actors and civil society. This means that the 

proposed projects must be led by sport 

organisations and they must involve national, 

regional or local members of these sport 

organisations.  

Contrary to the Erasmus+ Sport calls, which are 

run by the EACEA, the Sport Unit of the European 

Commission is responsible for this call. Also, the 

application process is simplified compared to the 

Erasmus+ Sport. No official partnership is 

needed; however, the proposed activities must 

take place in at least 5 different EU Members 

States.  

The expected outputs of the funded projects would 

be the following:   

¶ The access to sport and physical activity of 

populations at risk of exclusion and 

radicalisation   

¶ The training of coaches and staff working on 

integration through sport   

¶ The development of networks and 

partnerships at EU level   

¶ A better integration into EU societies amongst 

people at risk of radicalisation, in particular 

youngsters.  

A non-exhaustive list of the main activities eligible 

under this call for proposals is listed below:   

¶ Development of sport and physical activities 

for people at risk of radicalisation;  

¶ Design and development of networks at EU 

level amongst organisations engaged into the 

prevention, through sports, of marginalisation 

and radicalisation;  

¶ Organisation of workshops, seminars and 

conferences aimed at spreading the 

information, expertise and cooperation 

opportunities relating to the prevention of 

marginalisation and radicalisation through 

sport;  

¶ Development, identification, promotion and 

sharing of activities and good practices, at EU 

level, about monitoring and coaching, through 

sports, of people at risk of radicalisation;  

The maximum amount to be awarded per project 

is €200.000 and the minimum would be 

of €100.000. The EU grant is limited to a maximum 

co-financing rate of 80% of eligible costs.  

Deadline for submitting applications is 22/06/2020 

(12:00pm Brussels time). The selected projects 

can start at the earliest on 01/01/2021 and need to 

be completed by 31/12/2023. The duration of the 

project will be of a minimum of 24 months and of a 

maximum of 36 months.  
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The call for proposals in English and summaries in 

different EU languages can be found here.  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N   

Call for proposals   

  

Call for proposals: Grassroots sport programmes and infrastructure 
innovation      

The European Commission has published a call for 

proposals on the topic ñGrassroots sport 

programmes and infrastructure innovationò. As 

the other resent pilot projects, the Sport Unit of the 

European Commission is responsible for this call, 

contrary to the Erasmus+ Sport calls, which are run 

by the EACEA. Also the application process is 

simplified compared to the Erasmus+ Sport and in 

addition activities at the national level are eligible 

as partners from other countries are not needed for 

this call. The applicant must have their registered 

legal office in one of the EU Member States and the 

activities must also take place in the EU Member 

States.  

The general objective of this action is to give the 

opportunity to sport organisations to develop 

and promote new forms of practicing sport and 

physical activity through the adaptation of the 

infrastructure and/or the offer of sport 

activities/programmes. This includes the 

development of new forms of sport and physical 

activities, the communication about these activities 

and their benefits as well as the development of 

small, recreational sport facilities.  

The expected outcomes of the funded projects 

would be the following:   

¶ Overview and better knowledge about new 

forms of practice of sport and physical 

activity;   

¶ Activities and initiatives promoting new forms 

of practicing sport and physical activity 

undertaken by different actors such as 

federations, sport organisations or local 

authorities;  

¶ Development of small, recreational sport 

facilities and adaptation of the already existing 

ones;   

¶ Better integration of new ways of practicing 

sport and physical activity in the existing offer 

from traditional sport federations and 

organisations;   

¶ Increased participation of young people in 

sport.  

Only activities pursuing one or several objectives 

mentioned below are eligible. Specifically, 

applicants are expected to propose actions that 

promote new forms of practicing sport, integrating 

for instance the following dimensions (non-

exhaustive list):   

¶ adaptation of the existing infrastructure;   

¶ organisation of new forms of physical 

activities;   

¶ innovative approach to training programmes;   

¶ intergenerational activities;   

¶ use of digital technology  

The maximum amount to be awarded per project is 

€650.000 and the EU grant is limited to a maximum 

co-financing rate of 80% of eligible costs. Due to 

the limited budget, only 2-4 projects would be in 

principle selected for funding.  

Deadline for submitting applications is 01/07/2020 

(12:00 pm Brussels time). The selected projects 

can start at the earliest on 01/01/2021 and need to 

https://ec.europa.eu/sport/funding/calls/call-monitoring-and-coaching-through-sports-2020_en
https://ec.europa.eu/sport/funding/calls/call-monitoring-and-coaching-through-sports-2020_en
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be completed by 31/12/2023. The duration of the 

project will be of a minimum of 12 months and of a 

maximum of 36 months.  

F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N   

Call for proposals in English and summaries in 

different EU languages  

  

https://ec.europa.eu/sport/funding/calls/grassroots-sport-infrastructure-innovation
https://ec.europa.eu/sport/funding/calls/grassroots-sport-infrastructure-innovation
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PARTNERS´ CORNER 

Sport gets ready for comeback – national sports organisations share 
experiences and inspiration      

ENGSO, the European Sports NGO, organised 

webinars on 15 and 25 May 2020 to facilitate the 

exchange of experiences on the Covid-19 and 

sport. On 15 May, the ENGSO members – NOCs, 

National Sports Confederations and other sports 

organisations – were invited to discuss the topic 

of Covid-19 and sport at the European level.  

Stefan Bergh, ENGSO President, delivered 

the welcome words and described the 

current ENGSO activities. Yves Le Lostecque, 

Head of Sport Unit at the European 

Commission explained the adaptions that are 

being made to EU actions such Erasmus+ and the 

European Week of Sport due to the pandemic – 

however, the respective programmes will not be 

able to provide specific support to 

sports. Folker Hellmund, Director of the European 

Olympic Committees’ (EOC) EU 

Office, presented e.g. the Position paper on the 

impact of the Covid-19 crisis on the sport sector, an 

initiative led by the EOC EU 

Office and a useful lobbying tool and how sport 

organisations canbenefit from the upcoming EU 

funding schemes such as CRII or Sure.  

Anna-aria Wiesner, ENGSO ExCom member from 

Austria, explained that through lobbying and 

collaboration, Sport Austria helped create support 

measures for sport, such as a financial aid package 

worth at least €100 Mio for sport, as part of a €700 

Mio package allocated to non-profit 

organisations in the culture, arts, sports and 

social sectors. Sport is also able to benefit from 

general initiatives such as the short time 

work scheme and allowed to pay tax-free expense 

allowance for athletes and coaches. All athletes 

have started to train by 1 May in non-public open-

air sports facilities with some restrictions. Team 

sports, including professional sports leagues, have 

been allowed since mid-May with some 

restrictions. At the end of May, indoor facilities will 

be reopened, with physical distance required.  

International Relations Advisor Julie Ravlo from 

the Norwegian Olympic and Paralympic Committee 

and Confederation of Sports (NIF) presented 

the situation in Norway, where restrictions on 

sport have been partly 

released in early May, including allowing sports ev

ents up to 50 people and sports 

trainings for groups up to 

20 people, with physical distance, both indoors an

d outdoors. The opening of sport will continue 

throughout June, with swimming activities allowed

 under certain conditions, and allowing sport event

s with 200 people. «Corona activity rules» have b

een set by the NIF 

and the 55 national sports federation. 

Elite football will serve as a pilot 

for reopening sports activities, 

as leagues will start in mid-

June. The government has agreed to compensate

 the financial losses in the sport sector by up 

to app. €90 Mio.  

The webinar of 25 May was initiated by the Dutch 

ENGSO member NOC*NSF, with the aim 

of discussing the national differences between 

the reopening of indoor and outdoor sport, as well 

as national lobbying efforts and research related to 

indoor sport. In most countries, outdoors activities 
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have been the first to be reopened, leaving indoors 

sports such as swimming and gymnastics in a poor 

position.  

As explained by Richard Kaper from the Dutch 

Olympic Committee*Dutch Sports 

Federation (NOC*NSF), by May 11, 

outdoor sports have been opened to everyone in 

the Netherlands. The reopening of indoors 

sports has not been foreseen until September.  

In Germany, sports federations are creating their 

reopening plans basing on 

the 10 general rules laid down by the German 

Olympic Sports Confederation (DOSB), 

including indoor sports in constant groups of five 

people, keeping a distance of min. 1.5 meters, with 

no locker rooms or showers open, hygiene 

measures, and a ban on exhausting endurance 

training.  

The exceptional situation in Sweden has allowed 

indoor training at swimming pools, gyms and other 

facilities to proceed during the epidemic, with some 

adjustments.  

A follow-up webinar has been planned to discuss 

the matter of national sport protocols that guide the 

reopening of different disciplines.  

F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N   

Sport Austria’s web page dedicated to COVID-19  
 
Dutch sports protocol for children and youth  

 

Corona crisis consequences for Dutch sport clubs  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.sportaustria.at/corona
https://www.kennisbanksportenbewegen.nl/?file=10013&m=1589965588&action=file.download
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NEXT MONTHS 

 
Work Plan & MFF Webinar (EOC EU Office)   Wed 04 June at 11:00  

2020 European Week of Sport Key Players Webinar (EU Commission)  Tue 9 – Wed 10 June 

RINGS Webinar (EOC EU Office)    Wed 10 June at 14:00-15:30  

RINGS Webinar (EOC EU Office)    Mon 15 June at 14:00-16:30   

RINGS Webinar (EOC EU Office)    Thu 18 June at 14:00-16:30 

Expert Group on Skills and HR Development in Sport    Fri 19 June at 10:30 – 13:00 

(European Commission) 

 


